Delhi University

to launch cheap
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NEWDELHI: The Institute of Infor-
matics & Communication{[1C).
University of Delhi incollabora-
fionwith ZCom, a Taiwan-based
IT solutions providerannounced
the launch of low-cost carrier-
graded wi-fi devices recently.
The collaborative project has
seen the design, development
and manufacturing of the devi-
cesin India with the University
of Del hiproviding research and
insights while the commercial
partners providethe infrastruc-
re.

According to stakeholders,
the partnership aims touse the
two typicalstrengths ofthe part-
ners - India’s edge in software
andTaiwan’s strength in hard-
ware,

The project announcement
was made in the presence of
Ambassador Chung-Kwang
Tien, Ambassador of Taiwan and
Representative, Taipel  Eco-
nomic & Cultural Centre, in
India.

Thepilot launch will involve
the unveiling of two products
which include outdoor access
points and indoor access points
for Wi-Fi. The products are
expeciedtohitthemarketsin the
next quarter with the parmers
aimingtobring at leasta million
devicesin themarket in the next

(WO Vears.
Apartirom Z-Com, otherpart-

wi-11 devices

ners forthe projectinclude local
manufacturingfirm, Cloudanx
and Frontline. |

Accordingto Rajesh Kapoor,
managing director, Z-COM
India. "“Thecollaborative project
with[IC -UniversityofDelhiisa
strategic alliance tonot only to
make the current range of Wi-F'i
components, software and Servi-
ces for make in India but also
include the joint research and
developmentof next generation
products and solutions for the
Wi-Fi hotspotmarkst”. Headded
thatusing localinputsandinfra-
structure will help bring down
the costs and make the product
among the most competitively
pricedin the Indian market.

Sanjay Sharma, managing
director of Cloudatix, "India
needs over B0 lakh hotspots as
againsttheavailability of about
31,000 hotspots with a view to
reach the global level of one
Wi-Fi hotspot penetration for
every 150 people and this project
can helpcreate the next-genera-
tion infrasoucture required for
a comnected community.” He
atddedthatcosthadremainakey
challenge for vendors in infro-
ducingmoderately-priced mod-
els and achleving a sustainable
monetization model for these
devices wasimperative.

The stakeholders are plan-
ning to use the devices te
strengthen wi-fi connectivityin
atleast 2.51akh villagesinindia
by the end of 2018 as part ofthe
‘village wi-fi’ project.



